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TOP 10 REASONS WHY HAWAI‘I NEEDS PAID FAMILY LEAVE
Over the last few months, Hawai‘i KIDS COUNT and its partners
have shared a number of resources on paid family leave policy.
The Hawai‘i KIDS COUNT latest fact sheet features the Top 10
Reasons Why Hawai‘i Needs Paid Family Leave. Paid family leave
would help workers in our state balance work and family life by
providing job protection and wage replacement for employees who
need to take time off to care for a new child or sick family member.
Paid family leave is important in Hawai‘i for a variety of reasons,
ranging from the need to keep up with changing demographics of
the paid labor force to supporting families’ overall wellbeing to the
benefits for businesses and the economy. Check out the fact sheet
http://uhfamily.hawaii.edu/publications/brochures/042ea _Top_10
_Basics_Factsheet_01252017.pdf to learn more.
This fact sheet on paid family leave and other resources aimed at
raising awareness of this important policy are provided by a
partnership of the Hawai‘i KIDS COUNT project, the Hawai‘i
Children’s Action Network, and the Hawai‘i State Commission on the Status of Women. We will provide more
data, issue briefs, fact sheets, advocacy tools and other resources over the next few months. To learn more
and get involved in supporting family leave policy, visit our respective websites at the links below.
Hawai‘i KIDS COUNT: http://uhfamily.hawaii.edu/projects/kidscount/home.aspx.
Hawai‘i Children's Action Network: http://www.hawaii-can.org/paid_family_leave.
Hawai‘i State Commission on the Status of Women: http://humanservices.hawaii.gov/hscsw/.

THE WORKING FAMILY CREDIT: A WISE INVESTMENT IN HAWAI‘I’S
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
The federal Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) is one of the nation’s
most effective anti-poverty measures, lifting millions of Americans
out of poverty each year by allowing them keep more of what they
earn. Despite its effectiveness, earnings plus the federal tax credit
do not guarantee an escape from poverty for all families struggling
to make ends meet. In many cases, state-level EITCs have helped
to fill that gap across the country. Unfortunately, Hawai‘i remains
one of 24 states without this important working family credit.
Growing up in poverty and economic hardship can have longlasting consequences for children. Decades of research have
documented the association between poverty and negative health,
developmental, and education outcomes for children. A growing
body of research also documents important links between the tax
credit (both at the federal and state-levels) and family and child
well-being, such as improved maternal and infant health, greater
educational achievement and attainment, and better employment
and economic outcomes when children reach adulthood.
A state EITC can leverage the associated benefits of the federal credit and further combat poverty and
economic hardship among working poor and low-income families. In a state where low-income residents pay
more state and local taxes as a share of their income than higher-income residents, a refundable credit
against state income taxes would also contribute toward keeping the tax system fair.
Legislation calling for the establishment of the working family credit will be introduced during the 2017 session.
We invite you to learn more about how a state EITC will benefit Hawai‘i’s children and encourage you to
download an issue brief that we released early in 2016 on this important policy (see
http://uhfamily.hawaii.edu/publications/brochures/56ec9_EITC.pdf). The Hawai‘i Appleseed Center for Law
and Economic Justice offers a number of additional resources on the working family credit. To learn more
about the policy and how you can support a working family credit in Hawai‘i, please visit Hawai‘i Appleseed at
http://hiappleseed.org.

THE 2017 HAWAI‘I’S CHILDREN’S POLICY AGENDA
On January 17, 2017, the Hawai‘i Children’s Action Network launched the 2017
Hawai‘i Children’s Policy Agenda. The policy agenda reflects the input of over 50
organizations and individuals committed to improving the lives of Hawai‘i’s
children, with policy recommendations focused on economic security and equity,
family strengthening, child safety, health and wellness and education.
The 2017 Hawai‘i Children’s Policy Agenda, as well as information on how you can
advocate on behalf of Hawai‘i’s keiki, can be found at: http://www.hawaiican.org/2017policyagenda.

INTRODUCING DR. KATHLEEN TRAN GAUCI, HAWAI‘I KIDS COUNT/CENTER
ON THE FAMILY COORDINATOR
The Center on the Family is pleased to announce Dr. Kathleen Tran Gauci
as the new Hawai‘i KIDS COUNT/Center on the Family Coordinator. Dr.
Gauci received her bachelor's degree at the University of California, Los
Angeles in Psychology and Education, and obtained her PhD in
Educational Psychology at the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa. While at
UCLA, Dr. Gauci mentored youth from disadvantaged backgrounds by
creating and presenting lessons about healthcare, and drugs and alcohol
prevention. She also worked with children and families located in
transitional homes, and provided them with resources and educational
support. After moving to Hawai‘i, Dr. Gauci became involved with several
research projects that focused on early childhood development and
education. She took the practical research experience that she gained and
embedded them into her instruction when teaching undergraduate-level
courses in Educational Psychology and Statistics. Dr. Gauci embraces
opportunities to learn from various people and organizations, and enjoys
getting involved with the community. She is excited to join the Center on
the Family, and looks forward to working with partners of the center.
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