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The l at est  l ar ge nat i onal  movement  on behal f  of  k i ds

w as ki cked of f  l ast  Apr i l  by t he Pr esi dent s’  Summi t  f or

Amer i ca’ s Fut ur e. Amer i ca’s Pr omi se i s l ed by f or mer

Gener al  Col i n Pow el l . I t  pr opos es  f i ve f undament al

r esour ces f or  chi l dr en and yout h:

• an ongoing r el at i onship wi t h a car i ng adul t ;

• saf e places t o l ear n and gr ow;

• mar k et able sk i l l s t hr ough ef f ect i v e educat i on;

• a heal t h st ar t ; and

• an oppor t uni t y  t o gi v e back .

At t empt s  t o measur e how  w el l  our  c ommuni t y  i s

doi ng i n pr ov i di ng t hese r esour ces  r el i es  i n par t  on

i nf or mat i on t hat  i s  not  cur r ent l y  col l ect ed. Whi l e w e

have some i deas about  t he avai l abi l i t y  of  saf e pl aces,

devel opment  of  mar ket abl e s k i l l s ,  and chi l d heal t h,

r el at i vel y l i t t l e beyond anecdot al  r epor t s i s know n about

t he r el at i onshi ps ki ds have w i t h adul t s or  about  yout h

vol unt eer i sm.

Regar di ng t he pr esence of  a consi st ent , car i ng adul t  i n

t he l i ves of  chi l dr en, w e need t o know :

1.The per cent age of  chi l dr en w ho r epor t  t hat  t hey have a

car i ng adul t  i n 
t hei r  l i ves;

2.The per cent age of  chi l dr en w i t h a gr andpar ent  or

seni or  adul t  i n t hei r  l i ves; and

3.The per cent age of  chi l dr en w ho have a younger  chi l d

f or  w hom t hey f eel  
r esponsi bl e.

We k now  qui t e a bi t  about  s c hool  and home s af et y ,

al t hough t her e ar e gaps i n our  know l edge. We need t o

know :

1.The per c en t age of  c h i l dr en w ho  ar e  hom e a l one

f ol l ow i ng school ; 

2 .The per cent age of  chi l dr en w ho ar e homel ess; 

3 .The r at e of  vi ol ence i n school s; and

4.Domest i c vi ol ence r at es i n homes w i t h chi l dr en.

Par t  of  a heal t hy st ar t  i n l i f e i ncl udes bei ng r eady t o

cont i nue l ear ni ng i n a f or mal  school  set t i ng. Cer t ai nl y,

pr epar i ng chi l dr en t o succeed i n school  i s  one of  t he

pr i mar y r esponsi bi l i t i es of  w el l - f unct i oni ng f ami l i es.

We need t o know :



Per cent  chi l dr en i n pover ty

198 5 198 6 1987 1 988 198 9 1 990 199 1 1992 1 993 1 994 199 5

HI 1 6 .8 1 6 .3 1 5 .7 1 6 .3 1 7 .2 1 6 .7 1 7 .4 1 6 .2 1 7 .4 1 7 .0
1 8 .0 *

US 2 0 .8 2 0 .5 2 0 .0 1 9 .6 1 9 .5 1 9 .8 2 0 .0 2 0 .6 2 1 .0 2 1 .0

Not e:  t his uses Hawai‘i povert y  level as 115 % of nat ional level for Hawai‘i dat a, nat ional
level for US dat a (due t o cost  of  living dif ferences) . *1 995  is est imat e of  t he 115 % level

Per cent  of  fami l i es wi th chi l dr en headed by a si ngl e par ent

1985 198 6 198 7 1 988 198 9 1990 1991 1 992 1993 1 994 199 5

HI 2 1 .5 2 1 .0 2 0 .2 2 0 .6 2 0 .7 2 0 .7 2 0 .9 2 2 .0 2 3 .0 2 2 .0 2 2 .0

US 2 1 .6 2 2 .0 2 2 .3 2 2 .8 2 3 .4 2 4 .2 2 4 .7 2 5 .3 2 6 .0 2 6 .0

Per cent  l ow- bi r th- wei ght  babi es ( wei ghi ng l ess than 5 .5  pounds)

198 5 1986 198 7 1988 1989 1 990 199 1 1 992 1 993 1994 1995

HI 6 .5 6 .9 7 .0 6 .9 7 .1 7 .1 6 .8 7 .2 6 .9 6 .5 8 .1

US 6 .8 6 .8 6 .9 6 .9 7 .0 7 .0 7 .1 7 .1 7 .2 7 .3

Infant  Mor tal i t y Rate ( per  1 ,0 0 0  l i ve bi r ths)

198 5 198 6 1987 1 988 198 9 1 990 199 1 1992 1 993 1 994 199 5

HI 8 .8 9 .3 8 .9 7 .2 8 .3 6 .7 7 .4 6 .3 7 .2 6 .4 5 .7

US 1 0 .6 1 0 .4 1 0 .1 1 0 .0 9 .8 9 .2 8 .9 8 .5 8 .4 8 .0

Chi l d Death Rate ( ages 1 –1 4 ,  per  1 0 0 ,0 0 0  chi l dr en)
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Number  of  bi r ths to teens ( per  1 ,0 0 0  femal es ages 1 5 –1 7 )

198 5 1 986 198 7 1988 1989 1 990 199 1 1 992 1 993 1 994 199 5

HI 2 3 2 2 2 4 2 4 2 8 3 2 3 5 3 1 3 0 3 2 2 8

US 3 1 3 1 3 2 3 4 3 6 3 7 3 9 3 8 3 8 3 8

Teen vi ol ent  death r ate ( ages 1 5 –1 9 ,  per  1 0 0 ,0 0 0  teens)

1985 1 986 198 7 1 988 198 9 1990 1991 1 992 1993 1 994 199 5

HI 4 5 .6 3 8 .0 4 9 .4 5 6 .4 4 5 .5 5 1 .0 3 1 .5 4 0 .8 3 5 .6 3 8 .9 2 2 .2

US 6 2 .8 6 8 .5 6 6 .5 6 9 .7 6 9 .3 7 0 .9 7 1 .1 6 6 .6 6 9 .0 6 9 .0

Juveni l e v i ol ent  cr i me ar r est  r ate ( per  1 0 0 ,0 0 0  youths)

198 5 1 986 198 7 1988 1989 1 990 199 1 1 992 1 993 1994 1995

HI 1 8 9 2 0 8 2 1 4 2 2 3 2 2 0 2 2 3 2 4 8 2 4 1 2 2 3 2 5 8 2 8 8

US 3 0 5 3 1 0 3 1 9 3 4 7 3 8 5 4 2 9 4 5 7 4 8 3 5 0 6 5 1 7

Per cent  of  teens who ar e hi gh school  dr opouts  ( ages 1 6 –1 9 )

198 5 1986 1987 1 988 198 9 1 990 199 1 1992 1 993 1 994 199 5

HI 4 .8 4 .8 5 .5 7 .0 7 .1 6 .8 5 .6 6 .3 5 .0 5 .0 5 .0

US 1 0 .5 1 0 .4 1 0 .3 1 0 .4 1 0 .5 1 0 .3 9 .9 9 .3 9 .0 9 .0

Per cent  of  teens not  at tendi ng school  and not  wor ki ng



Al l  r ates and per cent s of  chi l d popul at i on ar e based on popul at i on

number s f r om the 19 80  and 199 0  census and of f i ci al  est i mates of  the

19 94  popul at i on as pr ovi ded by  the Hawai ‘ i  Depar tment  of  Busi ness,

Economi c Devel opment  &  Tour i sm or  f r om of f i ci al  US Bur eau of  the

Census publ i cat i ons. Chi l d popul at i on est i mat es f or  count i es and

ethni c cl assi f i cat i ons wer e made by Hawai i  Ki ds Count  for  the pur pose

of  cal cul at i ng r ates at  those l evel s as the of f i ci al  census est i mates ar e

statewi de by gender  and si ngl e year  of  age.

FA MILY COMPOSITION A ND RESOURCES

Percent  of children in povert y: t he percent age of  relat ed children
under age 1 8 who live in f amilies wit h incomes below t he U.S.
povert y t hreshold, as def ined by t he US Of f ice of Management  and
Budget . Source: census dat a and inf ormat ion f rom t he Current
Populat ion Survey, March Supplement .

Percent  in single-parent  families: t he percent age of all children under
age 18 who live in families headed by a person wit hout  a spouse
present  in t he home. Source:  census data and special t abulat ions of
informat ion f rom t he Current  Populat ion Survey, Bureau of  Labor
St at ist ics.

Teen birt h rat e: t he number of  birt hs t o t eens per 1 ,000 females
ages 15–19. Source: census dat a and informat ion f rom t he Of f ice
of  Healt h St at us Monit oring, Depart ment  of Healt h.

Percent  o f  budget  expended f o r housing: t he percent age of

consumer unit s spent  on housing cost .  Source: Depart ment  of
Business, Economic Development  and Tourism. 

Percent  wit h healt h insurance: t he percent age of  children under
age 18  who are covered by privat e or public healt h insurance,
including Quest  and Medicaid. Source:  Current  Populat ion Survey,
March Supplement .

INFA NCY A ND EA RLY CHILDHOOD 

( r oughl y 0–5  year s)

Percent  having early prenat al care: t he percent age of  live birt hs in
which t he mot her had prenat al care in t he f irst  t rimest er of  t he
pregnancy. Source: Off ice of  Healt h St at us Monit oring, Depart ment
of  Healt h.

Percent  low-birt h-weight  babies: t he percent age of  live birt hs
weighing under 2 ,5 00  grams ( 5 .5 pounds) .  Source: Of f ice of
Healt h St at us Monit oring, Depart ment  of  Healt h.

Infant  mort alit y rat e: t he number of  deat hs occurring t o infant s
under one year of  age per 1 ,000  live birt hs. Source:  Of f ice of
Healt h St at us Monit oring, Depart ment  of  Healt h.

Percent  f ully immunized by age 2 : t he percent age of  children
receiving t he complet e series of  vaccines prot ect ing t hem against
childhood diseases (DTP/ DT, Polio, Measles, Rubella, and Mumps)
w it h in  t he ir  f ir s t  t wo  y ear s o f  l i f e.  Sou rce:  Ret ro spec t iv e
Kindergart en Survey, Hawai‘i Immunizaion Program, Depart ment  of
Healt h
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Percent  ident if ied at  development al r isk: t he percent age o f
children b ir t h t o age 3  who hav e been ident if ied as hav ing
d ev e lo p m en t al  d e lay s o r  b io lo g ic al  r isk  f ac t o r s and / o r
environment al risk fact ors which  place t hem at  risk of  having
delays in development . Source: Zero-To-Three Hawai‘ i Project .

Percent  of povert y four-year-olds enrolled in subsidized pre-school:
t he number of  povert y-relat ed four-year-olds enrolled in Head
St art , Open Doors, and t he Kamehameha Cent er-Based Preschools
divided by t he child povert y rat e t imes t he number of  f our-year-
olds. Source: Head St art , t he Governor’s Of f ice of  Children and
Yout h, and Kamehameha Schools.

Rat e of  child abuse: number of  children involved in conf irmed
report s of  child abuse and/ or neglect  per 1 ,000 children age 0–5 .
Source: Depart ment  of  Human Services. 

ELEMENTA RY SCHOOL YEA RS

( r oughl y ages 6–11 )

Child deat h rat e: t he number of  deat hs f rom all causes t o children
bet ween ages 1 and 14 per 100 ,000 children in t his age range.
Source: deat h dat a f rom Of f ice of  Healt h St at us Monit or ing,
Depart ment  of  Healt h.

Percent  of  children wit h work f orce parent s who are enrolled in
supervised program: number of children enrolled in t he A+ program
divided by t he number of  children age 6–1 1 wit h bot h or only
parent  employed. Source: A+ enrollment  f rom Depart ment  of
Educat ion; number of children wit h bot h or only parent  employed
from census dat a.

Percent  of  t hird graders scoring above average (st anines 7–9 ) and

mat hemat ics port ion. Source: School St at us and Improvement
Report s, Depart ment  of Educat ion. 

Percent  ch ildren w it h  spec ial needs enrol led in approp r iat e
program: t he number of  children in public element ary schools
enrolled in special educat ion classes divided by  t he number of
children in t hese public school grades. Source: School St at us and
Improvement  Report s, Depart ment  of  Educat ion. 

Rat e of  child abuse: number of  children invo lved in conf irmed
report s of  child abuse and/ or neglect  per 1 ,000 children age 6–11 .
Source: Depart ment  of Human Services. 

YOUTH

( r oughl y 12–18 )

Rat e of  t een violent  deat hs: t he number of  deaths from homicide,
suicide, and accident s t o t eens bet ween ages 1 5  and 1 9, per
100,000 teens in t his age group.  Source: deat h data from Of f ice of
Healt h St at us Monitoring, Depart ment  of Healt h.

Percent  of  eight s graders scoring above average (st anines 7–9)
and average ( st anines 4–6 )  on t he St anford Achievement  Test
( SA T)  m at hem at ic s p o r t io n . So ur ce : Sc ho o l  St at us  and
Improvement  Report s, Depart ment  of  Educat ion. 


