
Hawai‘i KIDS COUNT aims to provide unbiased and high-quality data and
research to policymakers, child and family advocates, and other stakeholders in
an effort to inform their work and advance sound policies and initiatives that
support Hawai‘i’s children and families. In this Special Issue, we provide data
and information about trends in U.S. foster care placement.

Keeping Kids in Families: Trends
in U.S. Foster Care Placement



This month, the Annie E. Casey Foundation (AECF) released Keeping Kids in Families: 

Trends in U.S. Foster Care Placement, a data snapshot examining how placements for 

young people in foster care have changed from 2007 to 2017. The snapshot uses data 

from child welfare systems from all 50 states and the District of Columbia, and finds that 

child welfare systems are doing a better job placing kids in families over group homes and 

other settings. Nationwide, foster care systems placed 86% of children in families in 2017, 

compared with 81% in 2007.  

Research demonstrates that young people in the child welfare system do best when they 

live in families. Being part of a family is a basic human need and essential to well-being, 

especially for children, teenagers, and young adults who are rapidly developing and 

transitioning to independence. Though group placements are sometimes needed for a 

limited time to address specific issues, such as mental health needs, they often compound 

trauma and fail to provide the individualized care and support that children need. Young 

people in foster care who spend most of their time in a group placement are least likely to 

ever have a permanent family and tend to have poorer outcomes, such as increased 

chances of arrest, homelessness, unemployment, and young parenthood. Group 

placements should be designed to help children return to the family as soon as possible.  

Child welfare systems are also making progress placing children who cannot live with their 

birth families with relatives, which improves life outcomes. Nationwide, kin placements 

increased from 25% in 2007 to 32% in 2017. Being placed with relatives or close friends 

helps minimize the trauma of removal, maintains vital connections, and often keeps sibling 

groups together. Children in kin placements are generally less likely to run away and 

relatives are less likely to request that children be removed when their behavior becomes 

difficult. When children are placed with relatives, they are more likely to finish school and 

find employment and less likely to become parents early in life.  

Despite Broad Gains in Family Placements, Progress for Teenagers Lags 

Despite broad improvements in family placement, the data reveal a lack of progress 

placing teenagers in families, and specifically in kin families. Across the country, over a 

third of young people ages 13 and older in child welfare systems were in group 

placements in 2017—the same rate as ten years ago. Though placement of teenagers 

with kin increased over the ten-year period from 14% to 18% in 2017, just 58% of 

teenagers in child welfare systems were placed in families in 2017, compared with 95% of 

children 12 years and younger.  



Report Provides Snapshot of Young People in Hawai‘i’s Child Welfare System 

In 2017, about 1,600 of Hawai‘i’s children were in foster care. There was a slight decrease 

in the proportion of foster children placed with families (91% in 2007 vs. 88% in 2017) over 

the period examined, a slight increase in the proportion placed with their kin (42% in 2007 

vs. 45% in 2017), and a slight decrease in the share placed in a group home or institution 

(6% in 2007 vs. 4% in 2017). Following the national trend, Hawai‘i data also demonstrate 

less progress placing teenagers in families compared to children 12 years and under. 

Findings from the report and other data specific to children under 12 and teenagers in 

Hawai‘i provided by AECF include: 

Hawai‘i’s Children 12 Years and Under in Foster Care

• Among children 12 years and under, 98% were placed in families in 2017—the

same proportion as in 2007.

• About half of children 12 years and under were placed in the home of a relative

in both 2007 (47%) and 2017 (51%).

• Among children 12 years and under, 2% were placed in a group home or

institution in 2017, the same rate as in 2007.

Hawai‘i’s Teenagers in Foster Care

• Compared to children 12 years and under, a smaller proportion of teenagers, 

just 59%, were placed in family households in 2017, which is also a decrease 

from 75%of teens placed in families ten years prior. 

• Among teenagers in foster care, 27% were placed in kin families in 2017, 

compared to 30% in 2007.

• In 2017, 13% of teenagers in foster care were placed in a group home or 

institution, lower than the 16% in 2007. 



Recommendations Call for Resources to Keep Vulnerable Children in Families 

The Annie E. Casey Foundation calls on state child welfare systems to utilize resources 

provided by the Family First Prevention Services Act, newly signed into law in 2018. The 

Family First Prevention Services Act aims to improve outcomes for vulnerable children by 

keeping them safely with their families and out of foster care, and provides child welfare 

services with funds to better support children when foster care is needed.  

The report urges family welfare systems to utilize the resources provided by the Family 

First Prevention Services Act to keep foster children with families and makes the following 

recommendations:

• Prioritize recruitment of kin and foster families for older youth and youth of 

color in recruitment planning;

• Engage families in decision making, since kin and foster parents should be 

treated as important members of a child’s team;

• Require director approval for non-kin placements. 

Read the entire data snapshot, Keeping Kids in Families: Trends in U.S. Foster Care 

Placement, by visiting https://www.aecf.org/resources/keeping-kids-in-families/.

https://www.aecf.org/resources/keeping-kids-in-families/


About Us

KIDS COUNT, a project of the Annie E. Casey Foundation, is a national and state-by-state

effort to track the status of children in the United States. By providing policymakers and

citizens with benchmarks of child well-being, KIDS COUNT seeks to enrich local, state,

and national discussions concerning ways to secure better futures for all children. The

University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa Center on the Family, a unit within the College of Tropical

Agriculture and Human Resources, is Hawai‘i’s designated KIDS COUNT grantee. 
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