
Hawai‘i KIDS COUNT aims to provide unbiased and high-quality data and
research to policymakers, child and family advocates, and other stakeholders in
an effort to inform their work and advance sound policies and initiatives that
support Hawai‘i’s children and families. In this Special Issue, we provide
information about child well-being in Hawai‘i based on data from the 2019 KIDS
COUNT® Data Book, released today by the Annie E. Casey Foundation.

KIDS COUNT Data Book Issue:
Hawai‘i Ranks 24th in Latest National Rankings for

Child Well-Being



Despite Improvements Over 10 Years, Gains Are Slipping

Hawai‘i once again ranks 24th out of 50 states on overall child well-being,
according to the 2019 KIDS COUNT® Data Book, released today by the Annie
E. Casey Foundation. The 2019 KIDS COUNT Data Book is the 30th edition of
an annual data study that examines trends in child well-being across areas that
represent what children need most to thrive. Data reveal that despite
improvements over the past decade, gains in some areas may be slipping.

Progress in Economic Well-Being is Slowing

While all four indicators of child economic well-being tracked by the report have
improved since 2010, conditions have shown little to no improvements in more
recent years. Hawai‘i ranks in the bottom third among indicators of economic
well-being, dropping from 30th in 2018 to 34th in 2019. Of particular concern is
the large proportion of children living in households with a high housing cost 
burden. Hawai‘i ranks among the bottom five states on this indicator, with nearly 
two in five children living in these households. 

High housing costs are a massive obstacle to family and child well-being, 
especially for low-income families, who are more likely to struggle finding 
affordable housing. Paying too much for housing limits the resources families 
have for other basic needs, such as childcare, food, and health care, and limits 
their ability to save and achieve financial stability. Hawai‘i needs to make sure 
that high housing costs do not make poverty and economic hardship an 
insurmountable trap for families.

Data Point to Needed Investments in Education 

Hawai‘i’s ranking in the education domain has also slipped from 37th last year 
to 40th in 2019, signaling the need for greater investments in children’s 
education. Our state continues to rank in the bottom third on three of the four 
education indicators: reading and math proficiency and on-time high school 
graduation. While there have been improvements in our education system, as 
evidenced by the improvement on performance measure compared to a decade 
ago, the data point to a need for continued and increased investments in public 
education and expanded access to quality child care and education if we are to 
thrive economically as a state moving forward.



Findings in Other Domains 

The annual Data Book uses 16 indicators to rank each state across four 
domains — economic well-being, education, health and family and community. 
Findings in other domains include:

• With nearly all Hawai‘i’s children covered by health insurance, the state
ranks among the top 10 states in the health domain. The percent of low
birth-weight babies, the child and teen death rate and the percent of teens
who abuse alcohol or drugs have all remained relatively stable during the
period examined.

• Hawai‘i is similarly doing well in the family and community context, ranking
15th in this domain. With only seven percent of children living in families
where the household head lacks a high school diploma, Hawai‘i ranks
among the top 10 states on this indicator. Following the national trend, the
teen birth rate has also seen a dramatic 42 percent decline during the
period examined.

Recommendations Call for Attention to Census Undercount of Children

The Casey Foundation calls on elected officials and representatives to provide 
the tools proven to help families lift themselves up economically, including a 
refundable state earned income tax credit and other child tax credit programs 
that allow working parents to keep more of what they earn. 
The Casey Foundation also reminds us to ensure that the 2020 census counts 
all children, including those under 5 years old and those from hard-to-count 
areas. Roughly 39 percent of Hawai‘i’s young children live in hard-to-count 
census tracts. An undercount of young children would short-change child well-
being over the next decade by putting at risk hundreds of millions of dollars of 
federal funding for programs that are critical to family stability and opportunity.

The 2019 KIDS COUNT® Data Book is available at www.aecf.org/databook. 
Additional information is available at www.aecf.org. Those interested in 
creating maps, graphs and rankings in stories about the Data Book can use the 
KIDS COUNT Data Center at datacenter.kidscount.org. In addition to the
traditional Data Book, the Casey Foundation has also created an interactive 
version of the annual report, which you can find at https://datacenter. 
kidscount.org/databook. It features the Data Book's five ranks and allows users 
to explore the 16 indicators. The online version allows users to see trend and 
race breakdowns for each indicator, and compare a state's performance 
regionally and nationally.



https://datacenter.kidscount.org/databook




SUBSCRIBING: You may subscribe to this newsletter by sending an email to kcadmin@hawaii.edu with 
the phrase "Subscribe to Hawai'i KIDS COUNT E-Bulletin" in the subject field.

UNSUBSCRIBING: If we have reached you in error or if you would prefer not to hear from us in the future, 
send an email to kcadmin@hawaii.edu with the phrase "Unsubscribe Hawai'i KIDS COUNT E-Bulletin" in 

the subject field.

ARCHIVE OF E-BULLETINS: PDF versions of our monthly e-bulletins are available
at http://uhfamily.hawaii.edu/projects/kidscount/ebulletin.aspx

Hawai‘i KIDS COUNT is funded by the Annie E. Casey Foundation. We thank them for their support, and 
we acknowledge that the findings and conclusions presented in the E-Bulletin are those of the authors 

alone and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Foundation.
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About Us

KIDS COUNT, a project of the Annie E. Casey Foundation, is a national and state-by-state 

effort to track the status of children in the United States. By providing policymakers and 

citizens with benchmarks of child well-being, KIDS COUNT seeks to enrich local, state, 

and national discussions concerning ways to secure better futures for all children. The 

University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa Center on the Family, a unit within the College of Tropical 

Agriculture and Human Resources, is Hawai‘i’s designated KIDS COUNT grantee. 
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