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Hawai‘i KIDS COUNT aims to provide unbiased and high-quality data and
research to policymakers, child and family advocates, and other stakeholders in
an effort to inform their work and advance sound policies and initiatives that
support Hawai‘i’s children and families. In this Fall 2019 issue, we share the
Annie E. Casey Foundation’s latest data on children living in concentrated

poverty.

CHILDREN LIVING IN HIGH-POVERTY,
LOW-OPPORTUNITY NEIGHBORHOODS




KIDS COUNT Data Snapshot:
Children Living in High-Poverty, Low-Opportunity
Neighborhoods

Today, the Annie E. Casey Foundation released “Children Living in High-
Poverty, Low-Opportunity Neighborhoods,” a KIDS COUNT Data Snapshot that
uses data from the U.S. Census to examine children in concentrated poverty in
America. Growing up in concentrated poverty—that is, a neighborhood where
30 percent or more of the population is living in poverty—is one of the greatest
threats to healthy child development. Children in high-poverty neighborhoods
tend to lack access to healthy food and quality medical care and they often face
greater exposure to environmental hazards, such as poor air quality, and toxins
such as lead. Children growing up in concentrated poverty face financial
hardships and fear of violence, which can lead to chronic stress linked to
diabetes, heart disease, and stroke. Nationwide, more than 8.5 million (or nearly
12 percent of all children) live in these neighborhoods.

According to the snapshot, 13,000 children in Hawai'i live in concentrated
poverty. The negative effects of growing up in financial hardship build over time
and are long lasting, with consequences early in life impeding progress at later
life stages. Children in high-poverty neighborhoods are more likely to have
lower incomes than children who relocated away from communities of
concentrated poverty. The snapshot underscores the relations between
adequately resourced communities and children's long-term success.

All children deserve to live in communities where they can learn, play, and
grow. Children thrive when they grow up in neighborhoods with high-quality
schools, abundant job opportunities, reliable transportation, and safe places for
recreation. The Annie E. Casey Foundation outlines policy solutions to address
concentrated poverty and challenges leaders at all levels to confront issues
such as the far-reaching effects of racial inequities and inequality. Policies that
can have significant impact on children in struggling families include:



e Preserving affordable housing, including supporting development
and property-ownership models such as community land trusts and
limited-equity cooperatives;

e Assisting low-income residents in paying higher property taxes that
often come with new development or moves to more affluent areas;
Expanding workforce training for people of color and people in low-
income communities; and

e Ending housing discrimination based on previous convictions or
federal housing vouchers.

The KIDS COUNT® Data Snapshot, “Children Living in High-Poverty, Low-
Opportunity Neighborhoods,” is available at https://www.aecf.org/
resources/children-living-in-high-poverty-low-opportunity-neighborhoods/.
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Concentrated Poverty
and Race
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About Us

KIDS COUNT, a project of the Annie E. Casey Foundation, is a national and state-by-state
effort to track the status of children in the United States. By providing policymakers and
citizens with benchmarks of child well-being, KIDS COUNT seeks to enrich local, state,
and national discussions concerning ways to secure better futures for all children. The
University of Hawai‘i at Manoa Center on the Family, a unit within the College of Tropical

Agriculture and Human Resources, is Hawai‘i's designated KIDS COUNT grantee.

SUBSCRIBING: You may subscribe to this newsletter by sending an email to kcadmin@hawaii.edu with
the phrase "Subscribe to Hawai'i KIDS COUNT E-Bulletin" in the subject field.

UNSUBSCRIBING: If we have reached you in error or if you would prefer not to hear from us in the future,
send an email to kcadmin@hawaii.edu with the phrase "Unsubscribe Hawai'i KIDS COUNT E-Bulletin" in
the subject field.

ARCHIVE OF E-BULLETINS: PDF versions of our monthly e-bulletins are available
at http://uhfamily.hawaii.edu/projects/kidscount/ebulletin.aspx

Hawai‘i KIDS COUNT is funded by the Annie E. Casey Foundation. We thank them for their support, and
we acknowledge that the findings and conclusions presented in the E-Bulletin are those of the authors
alone and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Foundation.
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